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Monica Stephany Liu
Piano Soloist

Tonight marks the third
performance of Monica
Liu with the Beach Cities
Symphony as an “Artist of
the Future” competition
winner. Her first 2 appear-
ances, at the ages of 10 and
13, were in 2001 and 2004.
Ms. Liu has been a
student of Sylvia Ho for 11
years. She has been the
recipient of many honors
and awards. In the
summer of 2006, she was a
finalist in the International
Piano Competition at the
International Institute for
Young Musicians. She won
the 2006 Redlands Bowl
Young Artists Competi-
tion, and her solo appear-
ance opened the Redlands
Bowl Summer Music
Festival. Ms. Liu is a
15-time winner of the
Southwestern Youth Music
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Ji Min Lee
Piano Soloist

Ji Min Lee began her piano
studies at the Areumsori
Academy at the age of 5.
She won first prize at the
National Student Music
Competition in Korea. Her
awards include first prize
in the Classical Sonata
Category at the Southwest-
ern Youth Music Festival
(SYMPF), second prize at
the Los Angeles Music
Competition sponsored by
the Korea Times, and
second place at the Music
Teachers’ Association of
California Scholarship
Competition. She has
performed at the Orange
County High School of the
Arts (OCHSA) Symphony
Hall as a student, and she
performed as a soloist at
Ridgefield Park High
School in New Jersey. She
is in her second year of

Jessie Chen
Violin Soloist

Jessie Chen is making his
second appearance with
the BCSA as an Artist of
the Future Concerto
Competition winner. In
2005 the then 10-year old
impressed the audience
with his skilled perfor-
mance of Mozart’s Violin
Concerto No. 5.

Mr. Chen has studied
violin with Elmer Su since
the age of 6. He made his
solo orchestra debut with
the Bellflower Symphony
at age 9. He has also
appeared as a soloist with
the Torrance Symphony,
the Palos Verdes Regional
Orchestra, and at the 36th
annual Peninsula Music
Fair. He has won numer-
ous awards, including
second prize in the
Peninsula Symphony’s
Edith Knox Performance
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Ellie Dunbar
Violin Soloist

Ellie Dunbar has been
playing violin since she
was 3 years of age. Since
the age of 8, she has been a
student of Gail Mellert.
Some of her awards
include the Bach Complete
Works Competition, Music
Teachers’ Association
Scholarship Competition,
Torrance Symphony
Concerto Competition, and
the Santa Monica College
Concerto Competition. She
is also a recipient of Young
Musicians Foundation
(YMF) and Fe Bland
scholarships. She was
concertmaster at the YMF’s
summer camp in South
Dakota last summer
performing at the Mt.
Rushmore amphitheater.
Currently, at age 12,
Ellie Dunbar is co-concert-

All continued inside...

PAGE 1







